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Directions and Assignments of Educational Welfare in Korea

Hong, Bong Sun
(Silla University)

The study is to examine the actual conditions and problems of educational
welfare which is a part of social welfare and to offer its future directions and things
to do. First of all, education has been considered to be part of social welfare in
developed countries for a long time and it has been used the same as school
educational welfare. These days Korea is confronted with increasing needs of
educational welfare caused by emphasis of manpower, appearance of new poor class
after IMF, handing down poverty to their children, absence of public education and
educational fever, stress of life long learning and extending needs of students’ social
welfare service.

In advanced countries compared to Korea, people perceive education as an equal
opportunity. To reach this thesis, various efforts have been making in terms of
manpower development such as reform of related laws, financial and official support,
offering of parental skills and protecting children for the disadvantaged, dispatching
school social workers and overall life improvement. The subjects and age of
educational welfare are also diverse ranging from poor families and pre school
children to general public and adults.

On the other hand, Korea lacks related laws and financial support that are
supposed to enforce educational welfare systematically. Also integrated and
professional services are not often avaliable due to the lack of cooperation between
related agencies.

Therefore, government’s role and responsibility should be defined clearly in the
future directions of educational welfare in Korea. For this, it is needed to establish
related laws and build a concrete financial and executive interrelationship. Also every
person should be a target of educational welfare putting priorities on the
disadvantaged. A lot of efforts should be made to achieve things mentioned above.
Multi-dimensional approach intertwined with education, welfare and labour,
establishment of cooperation system between related agencies, reinforcement of life
long learning, extension of free education including infants and toddlers, and offering
financial support to the poor are a few among these efforts. Finally,
institutionalization of school social welfare and improvement school facilities are
strongly recommended to get to the right track of educational welfare.

Key words : educational welfare, school social work
[H4<Y 2003. 12. 31 AAZHL 2004. 1. 15]
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